
Tweeting Class Discussions1 
 
For the duration of Twitter Discussion (TD) classes I’ve selected for this semester, your group 
is responsible for live-tweeting the salient points from our class discussion. Live-tweets are 
tweets you post during a particular event, so for designated “TD” classes you will be allowed to 
have your phones out, although rules about using technology in the classroom still apply. Your 
tweets should capture the phrases most poignant and memorable to you, no matter the speaker. 
 
You already have created your professional Twitter accounts or disposable accounts, but before 
this class begins, you’ll want to follow other students in the classroom, especially your own 
group members. You can also follow your instructor at @nemersonian. Remember to use the 
class hashtag #AmLitEnv for these live-tweets, and any hashtag designated for the discussion 
that day (for example, #HopeLeslie).  
 
 
On Designated “TD” Days 
 

! As a group, come up with your own unique hashtag so it will be easy to find your tweets. 
One person will be responsible for archiving these tweets on Storify. 
 

! As a group, divvy up the work: one member tweets what the instructor says, one tweets 
what students say, and one archives the tweets on Storify. 
 

! Tweet at least 4 times during the class (there is no limit, but don’t lose focus on class). 

! Tweet interesting questions and observations, responses to the reading, 
problems with the reading, possible interpretations of the texts, interesting 
facts or questions about the author, useful links to more information 

 
! Mostly focus on class discussion and try not to let Twitter distract you. 

 
! Don’t worry about repeat tweets—each tweet will still count, and repeat tweets will help 

us locate the particularly salient points to take away from the discussion. 
 
 
Archiving on Storify 
 
I will be giving credit for group work by looking at your Storify notes from class. At the end of 
every class, I would like someone from the group to archive the tweets into a Storify document. 
(It may be advantageous to have one person handle all of the Storify responsibility and not the 
tweeting.) Here is the key introductory information for Storify: 
 

• Go to https://storify.com/ 
• Login in with a username and password, not through Twitter or Facebook 

                                                
1 This lesson plan was originally developed by Chuck Rybak @chuckrybak 



• Select “Create Story” 
• Title your story with the book title and “notes.” Example: Hope Leslie Notes 
• Under the Twitter button on the right side media bar, search for tweets by hashtag 
• Pull these tweets into the Storify document. 
• In Storify, comment on the tweets as you wish, expand on them, and feel free to add 

to any point raised in class or introduce new questions for further study. 
• Publish the Storify. You can always return to it, select “edit” and add to the 

document. I encourage you to take this opportunity to add thoughts and reflections 
that come to you later. 
 
 

Evaluation  
 
If you have any technical difficulties, ask other group members or me for help. Your tweets and 
the archived notes from class will be assessed based on the requirements above—the number of 
tweets and their successful archiving—as well as the quality of the tweets and notes. Consider 
this a way to archive a class discussion to jog your memory later. When we are done with the 
author and text, we will post the final Storify document to DropBox. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
In a document posted to DropBox at the end of the semester, I would like your group to 
collaboratively reflect on these questions (please write 2-5 sentences answering each): 
 

• How did completing this assignment affect how you read the text? How so? 
• Is there a level of knowledge that was provided uniquely by this assignment, beyond 

the initial reading itself? 
• What was your experience using Twitter during class? What were the problems and 

how did you solve them? 
• What would you change about this assignment to make it more relevant, informative, 

enjoyable, challenging, or interesting? 
• Do you see this project being helpful for literary study? Why and how? 

 


